ADOPTED - APRIL 10, 2018

AGENDA ITEM NO. 27
Introduced by the Law & Courts Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO ENDORSE SB 710

RESOLUTION # 18 – 161

WHEREAS, Ingham County Animal Control takes possession of fighting animals in the course of their duties; and

WHEREAS, Michigan law - MCL 750.49 (2) (g) - currently states, “… a person shall not knowingly breed, buy, sell, offer to buy or sell, exchange, import, or export an animal the person knows has been trained or used for fighting as described in subdivisions (a) to (d), or breed, buy, sell, offer to buy or sell, exchange, import, or export the offspring of an animal the person knows has been trained or used for fighting as described in subdivisions (a) to (d)”; and
WHEREAS, SB 710 would amend MCL 750.49 by stating, “This subdivision does not prohibit an animal control agency from owning, adopting, or transferring ownership of an animals for the purpose of adoption of the animal trained or used for fighting, baiting, or shooting as described in subdivision (A)”; and

WHEREAS, SB 710 also establishes procedures for the forfeiture of fighting dogs to the seizing animal control agency 14 days after seizure if the owner fails to post a security deposit or bond for the care of the dogs or fails to appear at the bond hearing provided that the prosecuting attorney has established that there is probable cause to believe that a violation of MCL 750.49 has occurred.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners endorses SB 710 and authorizes County employees to advocate for passage of the bill. 
LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Crenshaw, Hope, Celentino, Anthony, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Banas     Approved  03/29/2018
